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- Will ‘éTubers’ fly
as fuel source?

Researcher and entrepreneur Janice Ryan-Bohac shows one of her energy tubers to 5.C.
Agriculture Commissioner Hugh Weathers, whose agency gave her a renewable energy grant,

Scientist passionate about making sweet potatoes into ethanol

BY ROBERT BEHRE
rbehre@postandcourier.com

ELLOREE — As Janice Ryan-Bohac looks on, Jona-
than Edwards steers straight over along row of dying

 vines while his tractor’s rear chain digger unearths

sweet potatoes as big as bowling balls.
These are not meant for anyone’s dinner table.
Instead, Ryan-Bohac, a Johns Island researcher and

_entrepreneur, hopes these potatoes will help answer

one of the United States’ most vexing economic and
national security issues: its deep dependence on for-
eign oil. , ,

The tubers being unearthed are a special breed
that Ryan-Bohac created ultimately for conversion
to ethanol. ‘

The veteran plant researcher said the idea has been
marinating in her mind since the Sept. 11, 2001, ter-

rorist attacks. A few years later, she decided to retire

early from the U.S. Department of Agriculture —
where she became an expert on creating edible sweet
potatovarieties that could withstand disease and bugs

—and start CAREnergy LLC, a company dedicated
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Ryan-Bohac is growing sweet potatoes at three

South Carolina farms this year as part of her
biofuel energy project. ‘ ;

to growing sweet potatoes as a source of fuel.
“There is no alternative that is this ready and cheap,”
she said.

Please see POTATOES, Page 11A







